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Pt1ntlle' S/HJrls News 
EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY, Charleston, ll 61920 
DAVID KIDWELL, Sports Information Director 
OffiCE: (217) 581-2920 HOME: (217) 345-4166 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sept. 9, 1985 
LS-AS-Gateway-Hts 
18 
CHARLESTON, IL (Sept. 10, 1985)--"Sur-prise • • • Sur-prise . • . Sur-prise" as 
Gomer Pyle would say in his North Carolina twang. An encore performance would be tough 
to surpass for the Eastern Illinois women's volleyball team (4-1) this week after last week-
end's stellar performance at the Lady Tiger Classic in Memphis, TN. 
The Lady Panthers upset perennial national power LSU (15-11, 15-13, 15-13), Clemson 
(15-4, 15-4, 15-5), Alabama-Birmingham (15-8, 15-11, 12-15, 15-9) and host Memphis 
State (15-4, 7-15, 13-15, 15-5, 16-14) en route to a second-place finish. Eastern lost 
to Illinois-Chicago -- 15-3, 12-15, 7-15, 10-15 in the title game. 
Head Coach Betty Ralston's squad travels to Evansville Wednesday (Sept. 11) for a 
mid-week match before taking on four other teams at the St. Louis Invitational this week-
end (Sept. 13-14). Tulsa, Arkansas State, Quincy College and host-St. Louis University 
are the other teams in the tourney. 
"We must put the Memphis State tournament behind us and concentrate on the upcoming 
matches this week," explains Ralston. "We must build upon our recent success and not 
stand pat. The team must not become too complacent. 
"This week's matches are very important for us. We must keep improving our play--
especially at the net. Our blocking has to get better. However, I am impressed with 
our depth and the progress of our freshmen. I can substitute much more freely this 
year and play many more combinations. That definitely was one of the keys to our wins 
at Memphis." 
The Lady Panthers' success can be traced to hard work and the "team" concept. Nine 
to 10 players have seen extensive action during the early season. 
Senior co-captain MISTY BUCKHOLD (Riverton) leads the team in hitting with a .345 
mark. She is tied for the team lead in block solos (3). while also notching nine block 
assists. She had 11 kills and one error in 17 attempts (.581) in Eastern 1 s dramatic 
come-from-behind-win against Memphis State. 
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EIU VOLLEYBALL 
ADD 1 
Junior All-Gateway Conference pick MAURA LeFEVOUR (Oak Park/Oak Park-River Forest) 
and tienior co-captain JUDY PLANOS (Evanston) are second and third on the team in 
hitting percentage with .268 and .260 marks, respectively. Planes and sophomore DIANE 
EISERMAN (Libertyville) lead the team in kills with 45 a piece. Both of them were also 
honored by being selected to the all-tournament team. 
"We really didn't have any individual stars at Memphis," admits Ralston. "It 
was a total team effort. Different people led us statistically each match." 
The story of the season very well could be the tremendous progress of sophomore 
setter JEANNE PACIONE (Mt. Prospect/Wheeling). The converted middle blocker netted 
165 assists in the tourney--including 51 against the host-Lady Tigers. Her floor 
leadership and determination was displayed during the entire tournament by repeated 
diving and digging for balls that seemed destined to drop to the floor. She seemed to 
stage a one-person vendetta against· letting the Eastern opponents score. 
"Jeanne has shown a lot of improvement since she was switched to setter," ex-
plains Ralston. "She will continue to get better each time out as she acquires a 
little more experience. I'm really excited for her." 
-30-
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CHARLESTON, IL--(Sept. 1e, 1985)--lmagine Eastern Illinois volleyball coach 
Betty Ralston's eyes light up last December when GINA KNOKE (Waterloo/Gibault)--a 
tall, thistle thin prep volleyball player--walked into her office to drop a volleyball 
skills tape. Ralston didn't have a clue she was coming •.• Knoke's coach forgot to 
inform Ralston of the Waterloo native's appearance. 
Ralston asked Knoke if she wanted to know anything about the EIU program or the 
other players and she responded "no. I've got some friends waiting for me. Thanks." 
"I'll never forget the day Gina came into my office," recalls Ralston. "After 
she left, I looked at the tape of her and decided that I had to have her for the team. 
She has a lot of raw skills that we must refine • • • but I think the potential is 
there for her to become a very good player." 
"Sammy"--as her teammates call her due to her affection for musician Sammy Hagar--
threw Ralston for another loop when she reported for training camp this August. The 
Gibault High School product played for a Midwestern Junior National Team that toured 
Canada during the summer. Knoke came in vastly improved from where she was as a prep 
senior. 
"I learned a lot this summer while playing in Canada," "Sammy" explains. "We 
trained in Iowa before playing the University of Winnipeg and University of Saskatoon 
and that's when it hit me that I didn't know much about the game. My skills and know-
ledge improved so much this summer it's incredible." 
Knoke earned second-team all-area kudos from the Belleville Journal as a senior. 
She also received honorable mention all-area accolades from the Belleville News-Democrat. 
Her teammates voted her most valuable player a year ago. 
The 5-foot-11 middle hitter knew Eastern Illinois was the place for her immediately. 
"As soon as I came here and saw the campus, I wanted to come to school here," the interior 
design and art major admits. "Everything was really close and the people here are 
friendly. I'm just having the greatesttime at college. 
"I feel my role on the team this year will be one of learning. There is so much I 
don't know about the game of volleyball. However, I'm willing to learn." 
"Sammy's" just a diamond in the rough for Ralston. Maybe that should be a title 
for a new Sammy Hagar song. 
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1985 EASTERN ILLINOIS VOLLEYBALL STATISTICS: 
Name G K 
-Misty Buckhold, Sr. OH 19 28 
Maura LeFevour, Jr., MH 19 40 
Judy Planos, Sr., OH 19 45 
Lori Berger, Sr., MH 17 35 
Diane Eiserman, So., OH 19 45 
Jeanne Pacione, So., s 19 21 
Gianna Galanti, Fr., MH 11 12 
Gina Knoke, Fr., MH 6 3 
Pandora Nelis, So., DS 14 0 
LeAnn Thomas, Fr., S 6 0 
Diane Lessner, Fr., s 1 0 
EIU TEAM TOTALS: 19 229 
EIU TEAM AVERAGES: 12.1 kills, 
SEASON MARKS: 
TEAM 
MOST KILLS: 64 vs. Memphis State 
MOST ERRORS: 30 vs. Memphis State 
MOST ATTEMPTS: 152 vs. Memphis State 
BEST PCT.: .439 vs. Clemson 
MOST SERVICE ACES: 11 vs. LSU 
MOST BLOCK SOLOS: 4 vs. LSU 
2.3 aces, 
MOST BLOCK ASSISTS: 18 vs. Memphis State 
MOST RECEPTION ERRORS: 13 vs. Memphis State 
JMOST BLOCKING ERRORS: 2 vs. three opponents 
'MOST SERVICE ERRORS: 12 vs. LSU 
4-1 overall, 0-0 Gateway (Horne: 0-0, Away: 1-0, Neutral: 3-1) 
E TA PCT SA BS BA DG AS RE BE SE 
-
9 55 .345 5 3 9 12 11 7 2 3 
18 82 .268 1 1 13 12 11 3 0 1 
18 104 .260 8 3 0 18 1 12 1 3 
14 91 .231 10 1 10 12 1 9 2 9 
30 131 .133 11 1 4 31 3 6 1 10 
11 43 .233 4 0 10 16 165 0 0 6 
3 22 .409 2 0 5 11 1 5 0 4 
1 11 .182 0 1 1 6 2 0 0 2 
0 0 2 0 0 18 2 3 0 1 
0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 2 
0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
104 521 .240 44 10 52 139 201 45 6 41 
1.9 total blocks, 7.3 digs and 10.6 assists per game. 
INDIVIDUAL 
MOST KILLS: 14 Diane Eiserman vs. Memphis State 
MOST ATTEMPTS: 34 Diane Eiserman vs. Memphis State 
Judy Planos vs. Memphis State 
BEST PCT.: (Min. 10 attempts) .581 Misty Buckhold vs. Memphis St. 
(11 kills, 1 error, 17 attempts) 
MOST SERVICE ACES: 5 Diane Eiserman vs. Clemson 
MOST BLOCK SOLOS: 2 Maura LeFevour vs. Clemson 
2 Judy Planos vs. LSU 
MOST BLOCK ASSISTS: 6 Maura LeFevour vs. Memphis State 
MOST DIGS: 13 Diane Eiserman vs. Memphis State 
MOST ASSISTS: 51 Jeanne Pacione vs. Memphis State 
MOST RECEPTION ERRORS: 5 Lori Berger vs. Memphis State 
MOST BLOCKING ERRORS: 1 held by six people 
MOST SERVICE ERRORS: 4 Lori Berger vs. Ill.-Chicago 
1985 EASTERN ILLINOIS VOLLEYBALL RESULTS 
(4-1) 
Date 0EEonent W-L Scores 
9/5 LSUII w 15-11' 15-13, 15-13 
9/6 Clemson# w 15-4, 15-4, 15-5 
9/6 UABII w 15-8, 15-11' 12-15, 
9/6 Memphis St.ll w 15-4, 7-15, 13-15, 
9/7 Ill.-Chicago/F L 15-3, 12-15, 7-15, 
II Lady Tiger Classic, Memphis, TN (2nd Place) 
15-9 
15-4, 16-14 
10-15 
